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2018 has been an exciting year here at 
Copenhagenize Design Co., with many new 
faces, places, and projects. As our offices 
grow we’ve welcomed new colleagues to our 
team of multidisciplinary urbanists looking to 
make change on the urban landscape. 

Working collaboratively with existing and 
new clients, we’ve pushed transformative 
mandates in cities like Akron and Chapel Hill, 
while facilitating regional cohesion through 
regional cycle routes in Hamburg and 
Strasbourg. The following pages run through 
our highlights from 2018 as we look forward 
to an exciting 2019.

COPENHAGENIZE DESIGN CO.  IN 2018
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NEW FACES, NEW SPACES

The Copenhagen and Montreal teams both scaled up to bigger offices 
where we’ve welcomed hundreds of colleagues and visitors to stop by to 
learn more about bicycle urbanism (not to mention Lenny, Montreal’s new 
office pup). Next time you’re in town drop us a line and stop by to say hi. 

Throughout the year we’ve also welcomed a few new Copenhagenizers to 
the mix. Morten, Alyssa, Cecilie, and Emma and a crew of awesome interns 
have made 2018 a year to remember. 

Morten Kabell
After 20+ years in Municipal politics, Copenha-
gen’s former Mayor of Technical and Environmen-
tal Affairs, joined us as COO in January. It goes 
without saying that given Morten’s background, 
we’ve been thrilled to welcome him this year.

Alyssa Pichardo
Coming to Montreal from Washington State via 
New York City, Alyssa’s academic and professio-
nal experience in transportation planning in both 
the private and non-profit sector make her a per-
fect fit in our team of multidisciplinary urbanists.

Cecilie Kiilerich
With a background in architecture, typography, 
and wayfinding, Cecilie’s expertise helps ensure 
our strategies and plans are as clear, stylish and 
intuitive as possible. 

Emma Avery
Emma’s experience in journalism, geography, 
and anthropology are the perfect combination 
for helping the Copenhagenize team expand its 
online presence through Instagram stories, new 
blog posts and a number of new client projects 
in our Montreal office. She comes to us originally 
by way of Vancouver, Canada with a degree from 
McGill University in Montreal.

Copenhagenize Interns
This year we’ve welcomed an inspiring and ener-
getic team of interns that are always up for jum-
ping in the Copenhagen Harbour, braving the 
Montreal winter, live with intensity in the vibrant 
city of Barcelona, and bringing that je ne sais 
quoi to our french office. The Copenhagenize in-
terns come from far and wide, bringing a diverse 
range of backgrounds with them, leaving each 
and every office for the better.
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COPENHAGEN AS A CLASSROOM

The Master Class
Every year, planners, engineers, city officials, politicians, com-
munity leaders and academics from around the world come 
visit our team in Copenhagen to learn firsthand how good 
bicycle infrastructure design really makes a difference. This 
June, as every year, we welcomed an international group of 
35 participants from Norway to Argentina for an immersive 
bicycle urbanism experience. Our Master Class has connec-
ted a network of many engaged urbanists across the globe to 
bring a piece of Copenhagen to their home cities and share 
ideas with one another. Registration for the 2019 Master Class 
is now live. 

Study Tours
Throughout the year, we also have the pleasure of welcoming 
international delegates to Copenhagen who aim to reach new 
levels of quality bicycle infrastructure design in their cities 
back home. Delegations of urban designers, traffic engineers 
and politicians from Bordeaux to Fukuoka, Japan and beyond 
visited our Copenhagen office talks, tours and workshops. 
These groups were able to learn from best practice in design, 
bicycle policy and network planning. Planning for a number of 
delegation visits in the new year are already underway.

As is tradition, the Master Class kick 
off dinner is served by cargo bike

Poring over plans at a 
workshop for The City of Riga

Visitors to Copenhagen have 
come from far and wide in 2018
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CYCLING PROJECTS IN THE U.S.A

In 2018, the Copenhagenize team worked with an inspiring 
group of city officials, community leaders and citizens in 
Akron, Ohio all seeking to improve the transportation options 
in their city, as we began to develop a bicycle network stra-
tegy for the Rubber capital of the US. In partnership with our 
friends at 8 80 cities, we held workshops, pop-up activities 
and working groups to understand where locals need better 
cycling facilities. Concurrently, our North American team has 
been hard at work with the folks at Grubb Properties – a re-
al-estate firm committed to developing cycling as an integral 
part of their projects. We have been delighted to guide them 
on bicycle best-practices in both Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
and Atlanta, Georgia.

Maxwell
Hamilton

Intersection render showing a proposal 
for the Akron Bicycle Network Strategy

A thorough analysis of Glen Lennox 
helps the development of a bike-friendly 
neighborhood in Chapel Hill
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CYCLING PROJECTS IN CANADA

North of the border, the Montreal office has been busy working 
locally in the suburb of Candiac, Québec – helping this small 
bedroom community of Montreal improve their cycling infra-
structure as they seek to be ahead of the curve as a suburban 
community investing in more than just cars. As a community 
that has already built over 30 km of protected cycle tracks 
as well as a bicycle-pedestrian bridge over a major highway, 
Candiac is setting an example for other suburbs around the 
world. 2018 also saw the implementation of Montreal’s first 
Copenhagen-style cycle tracks through the new University of 
Montreal campus, designed by the local team here last year!

Bicycle amenities, such as air pumps 
and fix-it stations, help to normalize and 
facilitate bicycling as a convenient mode 
of transportation.

Innovative solutions, such as this bicycle bridge 
across Autoroute 15, conveniently connects the 

south-east half of Candiac to the north-west
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BICYCLE URBANISM IN OUR MONTREAL OFFICE

As our Montreal team moved into a new office in the Mile 
Ex neighbourhood, we have been getting to know the local 
community better, with many great colleagues working on 
engaging social and environmental projects through the Es-
planade project. We’ve been getting involved in local panel 
discussions about the future of the neighbourhood, the place 
of design in mobility and where Montreal sits as a bicycle-fri-
endly city. Our team has also welcomed study tour groups, 
such as the department of planning from the City of London 
Ontario, to showcase the good, bad and ugly of bicycle plan-
ning here in North America’s leading cycling city.

Michael presents on the potential of the 
bicycle to transform our cities at CanU10. 
(Council for Canadian Urbanism)

Members of our Montreal and French offices 
got together to hold an inaugural event in our 
new Montreal office space
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FRENCH CITIES AND DANISH DESIGN

Strasbourg
Throughout 2018 Copenhagenize has continued to enjoy our 
collaboration with the 33-city-strong Metropolitan Region of 
Strasbourg, strengthening their new cycling and walking stra-
tegy. Following our expertise in both intuitive wayfinding and 
design, Strasbourg announced a new visual identity of the cy-
cle superhighway network that reflects the regional context 
while serving as a baseline for the forthcoming network way-
finding. In 2019 we look forward to rolling out the wayfinding 
package including signage, mapping, and totems, that will 
make everyday cycling in the region clearer and more intu-
itive. 

Bordeaux
This year we were thrilled to welcome back delegates from 
Bordeaux Metropole, including many of the region’s politi-
cians, planners, and President Alain Juppé for a tailor-made 
master class. Over the years Bordeaux Metropole has looked 
to the Danish Capital and Copenhagenize for inspiration and 
direction in their ever expanding metropolitan bicycle net-
work. Long synonymous with wine, Bordeaux is now catching 
attention for their refreshing approach to sustainable mobili-
ty data collection, public health opportunities, and, of course, 
bicycle infrastructure. This year the City made headlines for 
making the bold decision to ban cars from the Post de Pierre 
Bridge, increasing cycling traffic by 20 percent.

Presentations for the delegates from 
Bordeaux Metropole were held at the 
French Embassy in Copenhagen in 
September

The vélostras logo and wayfinding 
totem, both presenting the network
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CYCLING PROJECTS IN EUROPE

Hamburg
This year we’re also excited to announce that we are wor-
king in collaboration with the Hamburg Metropolitan Region 
to develop and promote a network of regional cycle routes 
over the coming years. With our German colleagues at Ar-
gus and Dutch colleagues from Royal Haskoning DHV, we are 
exploring potential routes for facilitating bicycle trips between 
Hamburg and the surrounding municipalities of Elmshorn, Lü-
neburg, and Geesthacht. Meanwhile, working with the local 
Hamburg communications office, Steg, we’ll be developing a 
brand identity and communications campaign for the rollout 
of the ongoing planning process.

Decommissioned rail bridges are excellent 
opportunities for future connections
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CYCLING PROJECTS IN EUROPE 

Bern
The Swiss Capital has been on a roll lately, pursuing rather 
ambitious changes to their cycling policies, especially with 
the launch of the Velo-Offensive plan. Tapping into our tri-
ed-and-tested methodology for evaluating bicycle friendly ci-
ties, Copenhagenize has been working together with the City 
of Bern to evaluate their recent efforts. Through this work, 
we’ve been able to evaluate the success of City’s with recent 
efforts, benchmarking them against comparable cities.

Amsterdam
Someone once said that in Copenhagen the bicycle riders be-
have like marching ants, in Amsterdam, a swarm of bees. Ob-
serving how local bicycle riders navigate a busy intersection 
in Amsterdam is inspirational, captivating, even hypnotic. This 
year, Copenhagenize worked with the City of Amsterdam, 
employing our Desire Lines Analysis to observe 10 intersec-
tions. Based off these observations and resulting data, we’ve 
worked together with the Dutch capital to tweak the inter-
section designs to better suit the desire lines and observed 
behaviour of citizen cyclists. 

Antwerp
To kick off 2018 the Copenhagen office carried out a study exp-
loring the potential of a bicycle and pedestrian bridge cros-
sing Antwerp’s River Scheldt. Currently, commuters looking to 
cross between the Right and Left bank are limited to a couple 
outdated and frustrating tunnel connections. A new bridge, the 
study found, would greatly expand the 20 minute bike shed 
from the City Centre crossing the river and continuing into the 
left bank, improving the accessibility of the city for thousands 
of potential bicycle commuters. Since publishing, the pedestri-
an and bicycle bridge has gained widespread political support, 
with nearly all parties supporting the concept during the latest 
election. We’re eager to see how this project develops in 2019.

The existing pedestrian and bicycle 
tunnels under the River Scheldt are 
cramped, slow and uncomfortable

The first curb-separated cycle track created in Bern prote-
cts users from motorized traffic and allow bus passengers 
to get off safely before reaching the sidewalk

Observing the desire lines of 
Amsterdam’s citizen cyclists
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CARGO BIKES GO MAINSTREAM

Observe daily bicycle traffic here in the Danish capital and 
you’ll notice the popularity and practicality of cargo bikes. It’s 
not unusual to spot a Copenhagener transporting any thing 
from an infant to a kitchen appliance by cargo bike. They are 
truly the SUV of Copenhagen. Now Copenhagenize is proud 
to be working with a group of over 20 European municipalities 
and organizations on the latest iteration of Cyclelogistics, City 
Changer Cargo Bike funded by the Horizon 2020 programme. 
Together we’ll be preaching the gospel of cargo bikes, helping 
public, private and community organizations realize the bene-
fits of using cargo bikes. 

During the Kick-off meeting in September, 
participants from across Europe tested over 20 
different types of Danish designed cargo bikes



COPENHAGENIZE 2018
A YEAR IN REVIEW

12

A BUSY YEAR IN THE BARCELONA OFFICE

The Barcelona office has been hard at work in 2018 working 
with all levels of government to make for more bicycle friendly 
cities. We kicked off the year with a series of workshops and 
study tours with the City of Valencia, welcoming core mem-
bers of their mobility department to Copenhagen as well as 
hosting workshop on site in Valencia. With the Catalonian 
Government’s Infrastructure Department, the Barcelona Offi-
ce is contributing to Catalonia’s forthcoming National Bicycle 
Strategy. On the office’s home turf in Barcelona, Copenhage-
nize has stayed busy advising the Metropolitan Region on cy-
clelogistics, secure bicycle parking, and working with the City 
on their new bicycle data platform, aparcabicibcn.com. Outsi-
de of all this, the office continues to promote the utilitarian and 
community potential of the bicycle through cargo bike races 
and the local chapter of Cycling Without Age.

The mobility department of 
The City Of Valencia visited 
Copenhagen for a study tour

As part of Sustainable Mobility Week 
2018, the City Council of Valencia invited 
Mikael Colville-Andersen and the team 
from the Barcelona office to visit the city

A scene from this year’s Cargo 
Bike race in Barcelona
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KEYNOTES & CONFERENCES

Speaking in over 15 countries in 2018, the Copenhagenize 
team has continued to foster knowledge transfer around the 
world. From Alexandria to Zagreb, representatives from all 
four Copenhagenize offices spoke to audiences of planners, 
politicians, university students, advocats and industry leaders.

Photo: Bordeaux M
étro
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In September, for the Mobility Week, Clotilde 
was in Bordeaux to talk about the benefits 
of cycling on health and presented various 
programs existing around the world.

In May, Michael and James ventured to Western 
Australia for the PIA Planning Congress, delivering 
a keynote presentation and a revamped travelling 
master class program

Morten on stage in Valencia delivering 
a talk on the universal elements of a 
bicycle friendly city.

Speaking at Cycmobility in Dobbiaco, 
Lorenz Siegel talks bicycle urbanism from 
a landscape architecture perspective
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COPENHAGEN CONTINUES TO LEAD

If commuting modal share is indication, the state of cycling in 
Copenhagen continues to be on the rise, now sitting at 43% of 
all trips to work or school in Copenhagen. Look no further than 
the growing fleet of public bicycle parking for further evidence 
of the city’s thriving bicycle usage. As of 2018, the now 179,000 
public bike parking spots see an average occupancy of 115%. 
And with a series of new bicycle and pedestrian bridges of the 
Copenhagen Harbour and adjoining canals, the number of re-
creational cycling and walking trips along the harbour have 
increased 75% and 37%, respectively. Better yet, the observed 
number of people stopping for a chat and to enjoy the harbour 
life has increased by 200%!

Looking beyond Copenhagen proper, towards the capital re-
gion, and we’ve seen the Bicycle Superhighways as a huge 
success. Latest surveys have found that the average bicycle 
commuting trip length along the Farum Route is 14.7 km (9 
mi.). This number is impressive in its own right, but especially 
so when compared against the average commuter train ride 
along the regional routes at 12 km (7.45 mi.), showing the the 
bicycle can be a real competitive mode when given the pro-
per infrastructure. 

Moving forward, we can hope further investments to be made 
based off the latest full cost accounting numbers published 
in 2018. The latest adjustments made to the City’s cost bene-
fit analysis, now pegs a societal earning of 4,80 DKK (€0.64, 
$0.74 USD) for every kilometre cycles versus a loss of 5.28 
DKK (€0.71, $0.81 USD) for every kilometre driven. 
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THE ROAD AHEAD: PREVIEW OF 2019

The 2019 Copenhagenize Index
Every two years we publish the Copenhagenize Index with WIRED Ma-
gazine, charting the world’s most bicycle friendly cities and pushing the 
global narrative around bicycle urbanism. In 2019 we’re looking forward to 
publishing the latest results, and shining a light on the cities that are at the 
forefront of 21st century cities. 

Velo-City
This year at Velo-City you can expect to see the Copenhagenize Team the-
re in full force. With keynotes, workshops, and presentations covering the 
logistics, politics, and infrastructure of bicycle friendly cities, Copenhageni-
zers from all four office will be there. See you in Dublin! 

A toast to ten years at Copenhagenize Design Co. 
It is with gratitude for his near decade of work and development that the 
Copenhagenize Team recognizes Mikael Colville-Andersen will step down 
as CEO of Copenhagenize Design Co. in the new year.

We are thankful for the foundation Mikael has laid with his work and for the 
creation of the Copenhagenize community. We are equally excited to see 
where Mikael takes his creative energy, with projects like the Life-Sized 
City TV Series, as he continues to capture the imagination of many around 
the world, inspiring others to advocate for human-centred urbanism.
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GET IN TOUCH

Copenhagen  
Head Office

French 
 Office

North American 
Office

Spanish  
Office

Sundkaj 7
2150 Copenhagen Nordhavn
Denmark

6750 Avenue de l’Esplanade #102
Montréal, QC. H2V 4M1
Canada

info@copenhagenize.eu
Twitter: @Copenhagenizers
Instagram: @Copenhagenizers
Facebook: /Copenhagenize
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Morten Kabell: morten@copenhagenize.eu
James Thoem: james@copenhagenize.eu

Michael Seth Wexler: msw@copenhagenize.eu

Clotilde Imbert: ci@copenhagenize.eu

Maria Elisa Ojeda: mariaelisa@copenhagenize.eu
Jordi Gali: jordi@copenhagenize.eu


